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From News:

Gaudí’s Sagrada Familia threatened by underground
railway

High-speed train line to be built just four metres from the basilica’s
foundations

By Roberta Bosco | Posted 22 June 2006 

BARCELONA. Jordi Bonet,
the architect responsible for
the completion of Antoni
Gaudí’s Sagrada Familia in
Barcelona, has denounced
plans to build an
underground railway line
just metres away from the
basilica’s foundations. 

The Spanish government
has approved a project for a
high-speed train line linking
Madrid and Barcelona to
pass underground four
metres in front of the
basilica’s main façade on
Mallorca avenue. The line is
set to reach the Catalan
capital early next year and
the French border in 2009. 

“You don’t have to be an
engineer to realise the
problems that could be
caused to the Sagrada
Familia by the proximity of
the train,” said Mr Bonet. 

A retaining wall will separate the tracks from the building, but Mr Bonet says
this is “insufficient protection because the reinforced cement [wall] may not
prevent water leakage in places.” 

Joan Rigol, the president of the Sagrada Familia preservation society, has
asked the government to carry out a study of the risks to the cathedral’s
foundations. Officials from the government planning department declined to
speak to The Art Newspaper. 

Mr Bonet, who began working on the church in 1984, has remained faithful to
Gaudí’s detailed designs. 

When Gaudí died in 1926, only the Nativity façade, one tower, the crypt and
the apse had been completed. Work was resumed in 1954 and the main 
structure of the nave was completed in 2005. 

The cathedral, which attracted over two million visitors last year, has two other 
façades: the Nativity (eastern) façade and the Passion (western) façade which
have both been completed. 

The building programme is currently focused on the supporting structure of the 
main tower. There is still no completion date; some studies estimate it will take 
40 years. 

Meanwhile, sculptor Josep Maria Subirachs has made a bronze door for the
façade of the southern transept. Gaudí intended that this façade, called the
“Glory” after the theological theme it depicts and set five metres above the
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ground, would be linked to an adjoining square by 

a walkway. However, in 1976 a row of houses was built illegally in the adjacent 
square, and the façade can only be completed if the council gives permission
to demolish the buildings. 
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